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Vis Unrra Forrtor. 


There are nearly three thousand members of the 
veterinary profession, and twenty-five of these 
object to the petition fur a new Charter which 
was adopted by the Council nem con. No doubt they 
each base their objections on an honest belief that 
the changes proposed by the Council will be detri- 
mental to the interests of the profession. Even if 
they take lower ground and base their objection 
solely upon the fact that the change deprives them 
of a personal privilege they have an undisputed 
right to object. Whether it is expedient to use that 
tight, whether their rights are synonymous with the 
interests of the profession are other questions worth 
some consideration. No one can take any offence at 
honest opposition, but the most deserving end may 
be discredited by the means adopted to reach it. 

When such a small minority—say 30 out of 
3,000, objects to measures adopted with a view to do 
justice and promote progress, it should be very clear 
that both means and end are reputable. We can 
hardly believe that the little section of Fellows now 
acting against the Council are unanimous in their 
approval of the steps taken by thei: spokesman. 

What is the privilege about to be lost? Merely 
the monopoly of a seat on the Council. What will 
be the result of throwing open the Council to Mem. 
bers as well as Fellows? Only the election of men 
considered by the profession fitted for the office. 

Is this slight change worth all the opposition now 
fiered before the Privy Council? Is this change 
not clearly an advantage to the profession? Is it 
not also a very small loss to the Fellows? We 
ask the holders of the higher degree whether 
they are really justified in continuing their opposi- 

tion in the form it has now assumed. 

If the Fellows as a body have a definite objection 
to urge, would it not be more manly and honest to 
meet and formulate their objection than to continue 
a tortuous course of inuendo and baseless suggestion. 
: @ unity of the profession will not be promoted 

Y exaggerating the small differences of its mem- 

18; the status of the profession will not be advanced 

Y communications to the Privy Council which re- 
Present our action as tending to degrade the corporate 

“dy whilst doing injustice to the Existing Practi- 
heen _Of course misrepresentations can be corrected, 
~uttheir effects do no always cease when their untruth 
. demonstrated, and it may happen that their 

"rious action can never be quite remedied. 

® ask the small number of Fellows who are 
*pPosing the Charter to reconsider their action. Is 
change of such consequence to them 
i be worth all the agitation and had feel- 
"§ which results 2 Might they not, considering 


their numbers, very properly defer to the unanimous 
wish of nineteen out of every twenty members of the 
profession, and Jet us pass on to other and less dis- 
ruptive work, 


Exvection or Mempers or Covuncin. 


On page 552 will be found (paper No. 2) a copy of a 
document sent by Sir Henry Simpson to the Privy 
Council. It purports to be a comparison of the men who 
retired from the Council last year, with those who were 
elected ; and a comparison of the men retiring this year 
with those who may be elected. Such a comparison 
must of necessity be invidious, but the method in which 
it is done adds to its discourtesy. Of course it islamentably 
untrue. Whilst attempting to depreciate the new mem- 
bers of Council it insults the whole profession. Every 
one knows that never before have so many votes been 
registered as in 1891—that never before had the profes- 
sion been so thoroughly canvassed and so often advised 
to act carefully and thoughtfully. Never before had the 
various veterinary associations acted so unanimously, If 
ever an election was conducted openly it was in 1891, and 
yet=ir H. Simpson ventures to tell the Privy Council 
that the successful candidates were only nominees of one 
man. Asa fact not one candidate was successful who 
was not supported and nominated by an Association ; as 
a fact the person named as nominator has never once 
acted in that capacity. 

Surely no further explanation to the Privy Council is 
necessary than to draw their close attention to Sir H. 
Simpson’s unfairand untrue comparison. They will then 
see that a whole profession awakened to its position and 
cast out men who had represented it for years in favour 
of new men. No ill-founded agitation could effect such 
a change—it could only result from a wide-spread and 
deeply felt dissatisfaction with the older members. This 
feeling still exists, and would be even more strongly 
marked were our members not too good natured and too 
long suffering. Sir Henry Simpson’s comparison is only 
damaging to the old members and to himself. 


Tue Quartrerty Councit Mrerina. 


The report of the quarterly meeting of Council shows 
that our representatives have not been idle. The Regis- 
tration Committee has been actively protecting our 
titles and interests. The Examination Committee has 
made a brave attempt to raise our educational standards. 
The museum and library at Red Lion Square have been 
thoroughly over-hauled and their contents arranged and 
catalogued. The new Charter has been sent to the Privy 
Council and has been attacked. Too much of the time 
of the Council was apparently occupied by discussion on 
the opposition to the Charter. This, however, was not the 
fault of the Council—as our representative body it must 

rotect our interests and guard them against all attacks. 

he work done by the Council is likely to be overlooked 
in the mass of talk by which it is surrounded—yet good 
work is done, and plenty of it. 


An additional vacancy occurs on the Council mneaponinty 
from the resignation of Sir Henry Simpson. There will 


therefore be eight seats to fill. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


INTER-DENTAL MOLAR SPACES IN 
THE HORSE. 
By A. L. Burrers, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subject of the following remarks was a black 
cart mare rising eight years old. The condition of 
her teeth had been observed by me about two years 
ago, and when a short time since she met with an 
accident which necessitated her destruction, I with 
some trouble obtained the inferior maxillary. There 
is but little in the appearance of the specimen to at- 
tract notice or to lead the ordinary observer to infer 
the very serious constitutional symptoms which this 
condition of the teeth gives rise to. Beyond being 
a trifle irregular the teeth are quite healthy, the gaps 
between them looks innocent aud harmless enough, 
and no doubt they would prove so if the animal 
could use a tooth-pick after meals, but as horses do 
not use this article of civilized life this is how the 
trouble begins. Foods gets into the gaps and ac- 
cumulates, by-and-bye it decomposes and causes 
pain and irritation to the gums, and so interferes 
with mastication and produces all those evils which 
follow any interference with this essential process. 
To return to the history of the case; my attention 
was directed to the mare in consequence of her weak 
and poor condition. A very brief inspection shewed 
that the seat of ailment was to be looked for in the 
mouth ; this, however, the animal would not allow, 
but sufficient was discovered to see that an operation 
was necessary. I accordingly arranged to have the 
mare cast and at the appointed time I attended with 
forceps and all other necessary instruments for ex- 
tracting a tooth, anoperation which I have frequently 
performed in similar cases with marked success. I 
was, however, surprised to find that there were two 
interdental spaces on each side, and to carry out my 
original intentions it would have been necessary 
for me to draw four molars. I therefore determined 
to try how filling up the spaces with gutta-percha 
would answer. I removed all the decomposing food, 
had the spaces throughly cleansed and then filled 
them up with gutta-percha, previously softened in 
warm water. ‘The mare returned to work about a 
fortnight after, and did well for about eighteen 
months, when I had again to repeat the operation. 
I have met with a good many cases of this class but 
I have never before come across one with more than 
one interdental space on each side. Extracting a 
tooth, which enlarges the gap and prevents the ac- 
cumulation of the food, is undoubtedly the best 
method of treatment. The somewhat triangular 
shape of the gap no doubt favoured the satisfactory 
result of the stopping in the present instance, and I 
think it is worth another trial where the shape of 
the gap is similar. 

These cases where there is an interdental space 
between the molars are I think more common than 


cases recorded would lead us to suppose Messrs |. 


Santy & Roll are the only two gentleman who have, 


to my knowledge, contributed articles on this sub. 
ject. The latter gentleman, in his commnnication 
to The Veterinary Journal, January 1877, gives 
quotations of many interesting details from a prize 
essay by M. Lecellier. He also claims that the 
French veterinarian is the first who has drawn at. 
teution to this subject. That may be so, but my 
friend Mr. Shipley of Great Yarmouth, to whom I 
am much indebted for many valuable hints upon 
tooth forceps and extraction of teeth, has informed 
me that it is far from uncommon in his district, and 
has been treated in the same manner as that recom- 
mended by M. Lecellier for a period long before the 
publication of his essay. 


JOINT ILL IN LAMBS. 


This has assumed a very serious form at one place 
where I am called in. Lambs, usuaily about six to 
eight days old, are first noticed lame, the joints swell, 
generally knees, hocks and elbows. They are hot, 
very painful, and soon distended with a greenish 
fluid, becoming purulent in a few days; a few ex- 
amined appeared caseous. The lambs soon become 
unable to stand, and most cases have terminated 
fatally. Appetite good all through. No treatment 
seems of much avail. Ewes have been moved from 
original lambing yard where a manure heap which 
had stood all summer was removed just when lambs 
were expected to appear. This place was cleaned 
out, littered over, and the ewes brought in at night. 
I believe it is useless attempting treatment, but all 
ewes not lambed should be taken away and not 
brought in contact with affected ones, either in pens 
or fields, as it appears contagious—lambs becoming 
inoculated through raw umbilicus. In this instance 
lambs became affected when moved from first yard, 
but they were still in contact with lambs in fields. 
Six ewes and their lambs on the saine farm which 
were not brought in contact remaine! free, but other 
conditions may have been different. B 


PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.* 
By Joun Pensertuy, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, : 

Under promise to our courteous secretary to provide a 
subject for discussion at this meeting, I have chosen = 
which I hope will be regarded as fitting corollary to 
that of “General and Professional Education, and like 
it afford much interesting and debatable material. 

At the outset I must disclaim any special knowledge 
or authority on the subject, and state that my — 
not to ventilate any views of my own, but to pe “a 
attention of this Suciety, and through it of the pro pe 
at large, to matters which must inevitably = ‘ 
individually and collectively. I am aware of the di nd 
of the task I should undertake did I propose of mysé jee 
lay down any lines for the definition of “ professio “ 
conduct,” as it is my apologies are due to oT have 
attempting a subject for the elaborating of whic 
been able to find so little time. 


rinary 


* Read at the monthly meeting of the Central Vete 
Medical Society, Tuesday April 5th, 1892. 
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The happiness of the individual cannot be dissociated 
from his ‘social relations, and in order to secure the 
test good for the greatest number it has been deemed 
wise for men of like thoughts and occupation to incorporate 
themselves. Admitting that in this, as in most else, 
there’ are exceptions to prove the rule—higher 
education and mental attainment create the fitness and 
desire for higher “ social status,” it is clearly the duty of 
bodies corporate to aid the Ye tendency, claiming 
and securing any position gained. However the fitness may 
be questioned, the desire on part of our profession for 
“social status” is manifest; the former I regard essen- 
tial, and the latter salutary. This fitness to occupy any 
given position will, I take it, depend on those conditions 
which we are apt to lay down as demanded for health of 
living bodies, proper food, vital activity, and suitable 
environment, Over the first (or the amount of it), we have 
no direct control, and though in different ways we may 
influence it, supply and demand must he the main forces 
in finding and maintaining the equilibrium. As to the 
second “ vital activity,” I believe we are faithfully and I 
trust effectually directing our efforts by giving earnest 
active consideration to the subject of general and pro- 
fessional education. But while of necessity and in the order 
of things the former must obtain, and the second affords 
ground for hope, I think it our duty individually 
and collectively to provide such conditions of environ- 
ment as are demanded to fulfil the required quantity. To 
enforce such refinements as must fol!ow the adoption of the 
scheme of education now before the profession ; and not 
to use all means at our disposal to obtain the most 
favourable conditions for those who undergo it would, 
to me, be a great dereliction of duty. 

There will, we believe, be no question as to the state- 
ment that our individual comfort cannot be divorced 
from that of the community in which we live, and that 
our social relations must of necessity be among our chief 
concerns, 

We cannot agree with the view that anything in our 
legitimate work can be mean or degrade us, for though in 
our practice we are not free from commercial considera- 
tions, our ostensible object must always be eunobling. 
Wesee no reason why a highly educated man may not 
engage in it, and we may here interpolate our personal 
experience that the more thoroughly educated and well 
brought upa man is, the better able he is to deal with 
the disagreables met with in actual professional work, 
and by the exercise we believe he in no way unfits him- 
self for that of a more agreeable nature, rather does he 
elevate the practice itself. We must not admit the 
hecessity for having two classes of practice or practi- 
tioners, but men of advanced education and presumed 
refinement must perforce be influenced by matters which 
affect their social status. Society has laid down certain 
laws which must be conformed to by those who wish to 
come within her circles. Workers in definite form have 

n classed as professions, trades and labourers. Each 
demand certain conditions. To members of our College, 
© privileges and responsibilities of the first have been 
granted, and while we gladly accept the for.ner, it is in- 
cumbent ou us to assume the latter. To fit ourselves to 
ccupy the sphere so allotted to us we think we should 
ve well-conceived views as to what our “ professional 
conduct” shall be, 
subject of professional etiquette is one which may 
in i raed from so many points of view, and affects 
ei 80 variously, that we think it would bean 
ind; ous task and great presumption on the part of any 
vidual who might attempt to draw up any code of 
oa thin We propose to mention certain matters which 
Which k may prove convenient for discussion, and on 
ch there is a call for the voice of the profession. It 


deem most suitable to our own interests and those of the 
community at large, and that our administrative institu- 
tion, the Council, should use all means at its disposal to 
establish and maintain the position. This leads to the 

uestion as to what powers are possessed by the College. 

he only penalty which the Council can impose is the 
extreme one of removal (temporary or permanent) of the 
name of any member or registered practitioner from the 
register as provided for in Section 6 of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act of 1881. 

“The power conferred by the said supplemental Charter 

of 1876 on the Council of the said Royal College—at a 
meeting of the Council at which not less than two-thirds 
of the members are present, and with the consent of 
three-fourths of the members so present, but not other- 
wise, to remove a name from the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons, may be exercised in respect of any person who 
is at the passing of this Act on that register, or who is 
after the passing of this Act placed thereon under the 
said Charters or this Act, but in the following cases only 
(that is to say) at the request or with the consent of the 
person whose name is to be removed, or where a name 
has been incorrectly entered or has been fraudulently 
entered or procured to be entered, or where a person 
registered has either before or after the passing of this 
Act, and either before or after his registration been con- 
victed, either in Her Majesty’s dominions or elsewhere, 
of an offence which if committed in England would bea 
misdemeanour or higher offence, or where a person 
registered is shown to have been guilty either before or 
after the passing of this Act, and either before or after 
his registration, and either in Her Majesty’s dominions 
or elsewhere, of any conduct disgraceful to him in a pro- 
fessional respect.” 
- In all cases there must be due enquiry, and the accused 
person must have the opportunity of being heard in 
defence, either in person or by Council or solicitor (Reg : 
v. General Council 3 E. and E. 525). He must have 
notice of what he is accused, he must have an opportunity 
of being heard, and the decision must be honestly arrived 
at after that opportunity. (Leeson v. General Council 
43 Ch :, D. 366). 

From this it is plain that there is no difficulty in deal- 
ing with individuals who have been anywhere convicted 
of what, in England, would be a misdemeanour, It may 
be helpful toward the proper understanding of our 
position if we give the definition of this word, and I quote 
from Russel] on Crimes, 5th ed :, vol I:, page 187. “ The 
word misdemeanour, in its usual acceptance, is applied to 
all those crimes and offences for which the law has not 
provided a particular name, and they may be punished 
according to the degree of the offence by fine or imprison- 
ment, or both. A misdemeanour is in truth any crime 
less than a felony, and the word is generelly used in con- 
tradistinction to felony ; misdemeanours comprehending 
all indictable offences which do not amount to felony, as 
perjury, battery, libels, conspiracies, and _ public 
nuisances, to which examples may ,be added, abandon- 
ing child, abortion—supplying or procuring poison or 
instruments for ; falsification of accounts, adulteration of 
drugs, assault—either battery or indecent; offences 
under bankruptcy, compounding felony, cruelty to 
children to injury of health. disobedience to orders of 
authorities, courts or statutes, forcible entry, furious 
driving causing bodily harm, obtaining money under 
false pretences, nuisances injurious to health, and many 
such offences; but even in legal circles it is admitted 
that the law is not well defined. ; 

The Council of our College has exercised and sustained 
this right. | The crux however comes should we attempt 
to define “ other conduct disgraceful to him in a pro- 
fessional respect,” and inasmuchas there is no written 
law or any precedent of our own for gauging our powerin 


P spray tous that we asa profession shouldas faras possible 
"p such a standard for professional conduct as we 


this direction it is natural that we should refer to the 
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action of other bodies of similar constitution. By this 
we may not take it for granted that what is best for, or 
imperative on them should affect us in precisely the 
same way. It appears to us a most important question 
to put ourselves. What conditions are we in a position to 
assume! Can we with fairness hope to be regulated by 
the same laws as the other learned professions. 

If we claim equal social status with them and admit, as 
I think we must, that this will depend.on the relation of 
members to each other and to society at large, we do not 
see that we can take a lower standpoint. if we decide 
that the nature of our work will not admit of these con- 
ditions it will be well for us to be content in a sphere of 
our own, perhaps somewhat beneath, and adopt such 
measures as are compatible with the best occupation of 
that sphere. 

As far as the power to enforce any reasonable code of 
ethics we think it may be inferred from our Act of 
Parliament, and the action of what a recent writer says 
we honour by the name of the “sister profession,’ that 
= oe College of Veterinary Surgeons has a strong 


The General Medical Council which governs all prac- 
titioners of human medicine, including dentists, possess 
such power, which they have exercised and which has been 
sustained by the law officers of the Crown. There is, 
however, one material difference between the power of the 
Medical Council and that granted to the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons for while in case of the latter 
after removal from the register there is a right of appeal 
for the person whose name is so removed to the Privy 
Council, the former is the sole judge of what is infamous 
or disgraceful professional conduct. In a case in 1863 
where the name of one ‘La Mert’ had been struck off 
the register for publishing a work on “ venereal disease,” 
an application was made for re-instatement, on which 
occasion Lord Chief Justice Cockburn in giving judg- 
ment says “the Medical Council are the sole judges as to 
whether a medical practitioner has been guilty of in- 
famous conduct in a professional respect. This Court 
has no power to review their decision. The Council 
has found the applicant guilty after due enquiry, and 
whether the facts justify the finding or not the Council 
is the tribunal to whom the legislature has left the 
decision as being the best judges in the matter, and this 
court cannot interfere.” The other judges concurred. 

In the case of Partridge under the Dentists’ Act, his 
name was struck off the register for advertising. The 
Court of Queen’s Bench refused to interfere with the 
decision of the Medical Council for want of jurisdiction, 
and as recently as this month the Court of Appeal up- 
held them. 

A memorandum published by the General Medical 
Council in December last gives seven cases of removal 
from the register for covering “unregistered assistants.” 

For sake of reference, the following may be taken as 
the basis of action in other professions and callings. 


SouicrTors. 


Solicitors are liable to be struck off the Rolls or sus- 
pended, in case they allow their names to be used by 
unqualified persons, or act in partnership with, or allow 
unqualified persons to share profits, or in case of misap- 
oe sare of money, breach of trust, fraud, or any other 

ike misdemeanour, or in case of conduct generally deroga- 
tory to the dignity of the profession. 

The case to be inquired into by a Committee of the 
Council of the Law Society, who thereupon repoit to the 
Divisional Court of the Queen’s Bench Division, and the 
Judges deal with the offender. The report of the Com- 
mittee is considered conclusive on facts, and their recom- 
mendation asa rule is acted on by the Judges. 

Each case of professional misconduct is to a great 


extent judged on its own merits, and there is no absolute 
rule on the subject laid down. 


ACCOUNTANTS. 


According to clauses 19 and 20 of the Charter a mem- 
ber is not to take into partnership any person not also a 
member. 

He is not to allow any participation of his profits by a 
solicitor, or accept any commission from an auctioneer or 
broker, or follow any business other than that of a pub- 
lic accountant or incident thereto, and if he violates any 
rule of the institution, or is convicted of felony, or mis- 
demeanour, and declared by a Court to have committed 
any fraud, or is held by the Council to have been guilty 
of any act discreditable to a public accountant, or is ad- 
judged bankrupt, or makes an arrangement with creditors, 
orfails to pay his subscription, he is liable to be excluded 
from membership or be suspended for any period not ex- 
eveding two years from membership, by resolution of 
Council passed at a meeting specially convened, at which 
not less than twelve members are present and three- 
fourths are in favour of exclusion or suspension. 


PHYSICIANS. 


The rules apply to prescriptions, to consultations, to ree 
strain Fellows or Members from secretly prescribing for 
any patient under another practitioner, from trade, from 
concealment of composition of remedies, from dispensing 
medicines except for patients under their own care, and in 
case of breach of any of these rules, or in case of obtain- 
ing admission by fraud, false statement, or in case of 
embezzlement or committal of any great crime, or act in 
any respect of a dishonorable or unprofessional manner, 
the President and Censors may investigate, and either 
inflict a fine not exceeding £10, or if they deem the case 
of sufficient importance may report to the College, and a 
majority of two-thirds of the Fellows, at a meeting of 
Fellows specially summoned for the purpose, may erase 
the name of the person so offending from the Register. 


APOTHECARIES. 


These are contained in Section 4 of the Act of 1874, 
and empower the Society to strike off the names of any 
persons convicted in England or Ireland of any felony or 
misdemeanour, or in Scotland of any crime or offence, or 
who shall, after due enquiry, be judged by the general 
Council to be guilty of infamous conduct in any profes- 
ional respect. 

SURGEONS. 

Names of Fellows and Members may be removed from 
the Register by resol tion of Council if they advertise 4 
secret method or process of cure, or publish an — 
advertisement relating to practise as a surgeon, oF pu 
lish any matter prejudicial tp the interest, or derogatory 
to the College, or a disgrace to the profession of surgery, 
or allow Diplomas to be used for false personation poe | 
fraudulent purpose, or are convicted of any offence W ; 
the Council consider to be of such a nature as to render 
them unfit to remain. 

PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 


By the Charter it is directed that it shall be lawful a 
any Meeting of the Council at which not less ~— “a 
Members of Council shall be present, and et o 
consenting, to remove any Member from the So 
and they have power by the Charter to make br We 
law in relation thereto, and by Clause™ of . 10 4 se 
the Bye-laws it is enacted:—That every em at 
Council who shall commit any act which shall appe shall 
the Council disgraceful in a professional 
give an explanation, and in default, or if - = ae 
tion shall be unsatisfactory, he shall be liable 
censure of the Council. 


2 
If the fault is a grave one he comes under Clause“, 
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which enacts that if complaint is made by a Member in 
writing with his name attached, that any Member or 
Associate has been guilty of any act or conduct which is 
contrary to the interest of the Society or in violation of 
its laws and regulations, and the Council be of opinion 
that the offence is of such a character, the accused is to be 
called on for on explanation, and in default of explana- 
tion, or if unsatisfactory, two Members of Council are to 
communicate personally or by letter with the accused, 
and to report to the Council, whereupon any Member of 
Council, may give notice of motion for the removal of the 
name, and the matter is to be dealt with at the next 
Council Meeting. 
DENTISTS. 


The provisions of the Dentists’ Act are very similar to 
those of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881. 


Stock ExcHaANnGE. 


Members of the Stock Exchange are not allowed to 
advertise under penalty of expulsion. 


Recognising fully the importance of the fact that any- 
one removed from the Register of Veterinary Surgeons 
may appeal to the Privy Council to be re-instated, if it be 

ible we think it would be well for the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to schedule those 
offences which they deem to constitute“ conduct disgraceful 
in a professional respect ”’ and submit it to the Privy Coun- 
cil for their approval or otherwise. We believe on proper 
representation that the Privy Council would adopt the 
views expressed by the Courts of Queen’s Bench and 
Appeal in reference to the Medical Councili.e. that they, the 
Council, are the best judges of what is disgraceful con- 
duct in a professional sense. 

I would submit that among others the following are 
matters worthy our discussion this evening. The desira- 
ability of taking action in this direction, and if agreed 
on, the method of procedure with respect to :— 

_ Covering. To what extent should unqualified assistants 
veemployed? In the practice of human medicine the 
administrators of the law regard as implicit fraud any 
claim of payment for the service of such “ substitute 
assistants’ when it is represented as medical attendance. 
The owner of a branch practice cannot get a claim allowed 
for the service of his “unregistered substitute more- 
over the protection of a “ cover” does not enable the 
unregistered practitioner to recover charges.” In 
consideration of the difference in ostensible value of 
man and the lower animals it is questionable if such 
would be sustained in all instances in cases of veterinary 
surgeons, but with the rapid increase in the number of 
qualified men it behoves us to give the matter our atten- 
tion. At the same time it opens up the question of the 
desirability of veterinary surgeons allowing their names 
to appear in connection with shoeing forges not under 
er control, etc., etc. 

Advertising. By advertising we are using “trade” 
means for “ professional”? purposes. This would consti- 
tute an offence sufficient to cause a Physician, Surgeon or 

Dentist to be struck off the Register, a Stock Broker to 
beexpelled from the Stock Exchange and a Solicitor to be 
severely censured or even suspended by the Law Society. 

he Medical Council recently sustained its action in this. 
Tespect in the case of Partridge before mentioned. 

‘the action of one individual can affect the com- 
munity we caunot but think that the Veterinary Pro- 
ion suffers from this practice. Our newspapers and 
Periodicals too often bring this painfully to mind. While 
veterinary surgeons are allowed to issue advertisements of 
such a disgraceful nature as to call forth from a very keen 
editor the remark that “to comment on it would be like 
palnting the lily ” it is fair to assume that the public will 
‘onclude “that birds of a feather flock together” and 
ortunately these are so numerous as not to be met by 


the adage “one swallow does not make a summer.” 
Whether or not it would be best to suppress all advertis- 
ing may be a matter of question, but there is no room for 
doubting that all fair means should be used to put a stop 
to such infamous practice as that above referred to. 

Under this head may be considered “sign boards,” 
cards containing nauseous pufting, scale of charges, etc, 
and their exhibition and distribution in public poh 
Those making inviduous compurisons as that appearing 
in last week’s Record. 

Soliciting practice from clients of other practitioners.— 
Sundry devices for the same such as directing letters 
unsolieited containing offers to do professional work at 
comparatively low prices. 

Answering queries of correspondents in lay press in 
cases which honestly can be treated only in situ by veter- 
inary surgeons. 

Exposing medicine for sale in shops etc. without con- 
sultation or attendance. 

Practising other professions or branches of them with- 
out the legal qualification of such professions. 

Subscribing after the name certain letters as M.R.C.V.S.L, 
or M.R.C.V.S. L. and E., or words “ London ” or “ Lon- 
don and Edinburgh.” There being only one Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons any of these additions 
must be undue assumptions. F.V.M.A. etc., we also 
often find appended, and though the legal right may 
not be disputed, it implies no professional qualification, 
and we think should be discountenanced. 

Use of College crest and arms.—Though this or the fore- 
going can scarcely by anyone be regarded as infamous in 
a professional or other sense,we do not find the analogous 
practice adopted by barristers, solicitors, physicians, 
surgeons etc., and it is to us difficult to discover what use- 
ful purpose it can serve. 

This is probably not an inclusive list, but we hope it 
may afford matter sufficient to initiate a discussion. 

It will probably be said with a great deal of truth that 
where an individual possesses the essential qualifications 
of a gentleman he will have accorded to him a gentle- 
man’s privileges. If human life were not so short this 
would probably always obtain, but I fear we may not 
yet regard the title of veterinary surgeon a passport to 
the society of the learned or the great. Yet there are 
many members of our professivn who as a result of their 
individualities occupy enviable social positions, but we 
cannot refrain from expressing the view that attainment 
is rendered more difficult and slower by the action of 
others within our pale. 

We believe much of the conduct which may in future 
be regarded as “disgraceful in a professional sense ” 
results from want of proper understanding on the pvint, 
and that when those matters constituting it are more 
clearly defined and brought to notice many disabilities 
will be removed. We beg tobe allowed here to express 
the hope that as far as possible disagreeable personalities 
may be avoided. The subject at this juncture affords 
field for discussion rather than stricture. 

Though the initiative must remain with the Council I 
think its hands may be moheulall y strengthened by the 
action of Veterinary Medical Societies through whose 
discussions the feelings of the profession are made mani- 
fest, and whose laws might be so arranged as to provide 
for the exclusion or expulsion of members of the pro- 
fession who had been guilty of what many socivties may 
deem unprofessional conduct, particularly when this is 
possibly insufficient for the exercise of the power of the 
Council, R.C.V.S. 

In conclusion we must acknowledge most gratefully the 
ample and courteous assistance of Mr. Thatcher, the able 
solicitor of the R.C.V.S. from whose communication we 
have more than once transcribed. 
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THE VETERINARY 


RECORD. April 16, 1892 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A quarterly meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at Red Lion Square, 
Bloomsbury, on Thursday, the 7th inst., Veterinary Col. 
Lambert, C.B., President, in the chair. The members of 
Couucil present were General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 
Prof. Penberthy, Prof. Walley, Mr. Kettle, Mr. Fraser, 
Veterinary Captain Raymond, Prof. McCall, Mr. Edgar, 
Mr. Mulvey, Sir Henry Simpson, Mr. James F. Simpson, 
Mr. Greaves, Mr. Cartledge, Mr. Barford, Mr. Peter 
Taylor, Mr. Mason, Mr. Wm. Hunting, Mr. Trigger, Mr. 
Malcolm, Mr. Nisbet, Mr. Wragg, Mr. Thatcher (solicitor), 
and Mr. A. W. Hill (secretary). 

_ The Secretary read the notice convening the meet- 
ing. 

On the motion of Mr. Peter Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 


PRESENTATIONS. 

The Sgcrerary announced the following presentations 
to the Library :—“Calendar of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain” ; “ Registers of the Pharma- 
ceutical Chemists, and Chemists and Druggists 1892” ; 
and “ The Exterior of the Horse,’ by Armand Goubaux 
and Gustave Barrier. Translated by Professor Harger, 
presented by the publishers. 

On the motion of Mr, Cartledge, seconded by Professor 
McCall, a vote of thanks was passed to the donors. 


ABSENTEES. 

The Secretary said he had received letters from Dr. 
Fleming, Professor Williams, and Mr. Kidd regretting 
their inability to attend the meeting. 

A letter was read from Mr. George Braime, holder of a 
certificate of the Highland Agricultural Society, asking 
that his diploma might be granted in the usual way. 

On the recommendation of Sir Henry Simpson it was 
resolved that the diploma should be granted. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 

A letter was read from Dr. Fleming stating that he did 
not desire re-election on the Council. 

The SecrETary read a letter from Mr. Kidd stating 
that at the quarterly meeting of Council in July he 
should move, “ That steps be taken by this Council to 
ascertain whether those persons whose names appear on 
the list of existing practitioners under the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act 1881 have the right to use the title of 
Veterinary Surgeon.” 

Mr. Huntine :—This is a motion which not ten men 
in the profession besides Mr. Kidd believe in, and now it 
is to be hung up for two or three months so that it can 
be brought up again. I do not think that it ought to be 
allowed. It has already been down three or four months 
and has been made a handle against us. 

‘the Prestpent :—I will ask Mr. Thatcher to give us 
his legal opinion on the subject. 

Mr. Tuatcuer :—If a motion is called on at the usual 
time a nobody is here to support it, it falls to the 

und. 

Mr. Huntina :—Can it be taken up by somebody else 
in his absence ? 

Mr. TuatcHer:—Only by express authority. My 
opinion is that if aman who is an existing registered 
practitioner chooses to call himself a Veterinary Surgeon 
there is nothing in the Act to prevent his doing so. 

The Sxcretary read a letter from the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society requesting that the Council 
might be informed that at a meeting held on the 5th of 
April two resolutions bearing upon the education.were 


unanimously carried, the first in favour of higher general 
education, and the second in favour of a four years’ 
course of study. 

The Secretaky read a letter from the solicitor i 
methylated spirit, stating that he had received a com- 
munication from the Inland Revenue on the subject 
which he considered very satisfactory ; that he had seen 
the President upon it who had asked him to make it 
known to the profession through the Journals, which he 
had done. 

The copy of the letter from the Inland Revenue was as 
follows : “ Having laid before the Board of Inland 
Revenue your letter I am directed in reply to acquaint 

ou that the Board cannot support any change in the 

win the direction suggested, but they would be ready 
to consider favourably any application for the use of 
methylated spirits by Veterinary Surgeons in the pre- 
paration of cattle medicines provided the formula satisfies 
the Board that the medicine is not capable of being taken 
internally by human beings.—W. M. Rossi, Assistant- 
Secretary.” 

The Presipent:—Mr. Thatcher suggests that a Com- 
mittee should be formed to arrange the formula. 

Mr. Huntine :—We should want an indefinite number 
of formule. 

Mr. James Simpson :—I will propose that a committee 
be appointed to go into the matter in order that we may 
at least advise our brother practitioners how they may 
act. 

Mr. Triccer : I will secondthat. I may say that only 
yesterday morning I received a letter from a practitioner 
saying that he used a very large quantity of methylated 
spirit, thirty-five to forty gallons a year, and that the 
formula he had sent in had not been accepted. I think 
it is a very important matter, and I shall second the 
resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to; the Committee appoin- 
ted to consist of Mr. Wragg, Captain Raymond, Mr. 
Fraser, and Mr. James Simpson. 

Mr. Huntine :—Is there not a letter to us from 
students about the examinations ? 

The Secretary :—There is a letter which has been 
answered. 

The Preswent: If we open the door to students 
addressing us whenever they like there will be no end to 
the matter and it will create want of discipline in the 
schools. 

Mr. James Simpson :—I have no idea of what this 
letter is, but have we not created a precedent? I think 
1 remember some communication coming from the 
students with reference to the class of diploma they were 
to be granted. 

The Presipent: This is a letter suggesting certain 
alterations in the method of' conducting the examina- 
tions. 

Mr. Huntine :—I should like to urge that the right of 
students to address the Council which grants them their 
diploma is a proper proceeding. 

The Prestpent :—It was not eel they were re- 

uested to send it through their principal. 

7 Mr. Huytine :—I Ps not see why they should be 
asked to send it to us through the principal. If students 
are going up for their diplomas they ought to be acknow- 
ledged, and have a locus stand. 

The medical profession registers the students and per: 
haps it is an oversight on our part not to have “es 
the students when they joined. Had we done so bes | 
would have had a locus standi. It is the principle whic 
1 wish to insist upon. 


NoMINATIONS FOR THE CoUNCIL. 

The Secretary :—Up to the present tin 
received the following nominations for election ° 
Council: Mr. James Simpson, 
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Mr, James Fraser, Prot. 
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James McCall, Professor Williams, Mr. Thomas Greaves, 
Mr. Charles Hartley, Mr. Hedley, Mr. Donald, and Mr. 
T. H. Merrick, Nine are proposed, and seven are to be 
elected. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE Privy Councit. 


The following letter was read from the Privy Council, 
dated April 6th, 1892. “ Sir, I am directed by the Lords 
of the Privy Council to transmit to you with reference to 
the petition of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for the grant of a Supplemental Charter the enclosed 
memorandam and documents referred to therein marked 
A. B. C. D. and E. which have been received from Sir 
Henry Simpson in regard to the proposed Supplemental 
Charter, and I am to request that their Lordships may 
be furnished with any remarks thereon the CoJlege may 
desire to offer. The enclosed documents being in original 
I am to request that they may be returned to this office 


with your reply to this letter. 
(Signed) C. 8. Prxt.”’ 


The Presipent:—It is your wish that Sir Henry 
Simpson’s memorandum be read ? 

Mr. Mutvey :—Is this fresh matter or the same matter 
the Council dealt with last week ? 

The PrEesipENT :—This is quite fresh. The question 
arises in my mind whether it should be discussed now. 
We shall have to send a reply to the Privy Council. 

Professor WaLLEY :—Why not refer it to the com- 
mittee which already exists. 

Mr. Huntine !—This is a matter for the Privy Council, 
»-f we ought to be very careful what we are doing 
with it. 

The PrestpENtT :—Is it your wish that it be read ? 

Mr. Huntine :—I think it is the proper thing to do. 

Mr. Mvtvey :—I think considering the importance of 
the subject it ought to be read. 


“Memorandum regarding a Supplemental Royal Char- 
ter for the consideration of the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
most Honourable Privy Council. 


Ihave protested against the grant of a Supplemental 
Royal Charter to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, and my protest was considered on Thursday, 
March 31st, when I was present. 

The Council refused to give those twenty-three gentle- 
men (Fellows of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons) who have also protested and who represent 
many others who would protest if invited, an opportunity 
to meet to decide upon the manner the clauses objected 
toshould be modified: that is to say, these gentlemen 
were not only refused a grant for out-of-pocket expenses, 
but refused also the use of the College Hall for a meeting, 
although many of those rotesting were large donors to 
the fund for building the said Hall. Amongst those 
protesting are Fellows who hold or have held office as 
. ident, vice-President, Examiner and Teacher at a 

eterinary College, as well as private practitioners of 
great repute, 

Over sixty Fellows have written to me about the 
~aarter,and only thirteen of these are in favour of accept- 
me it in its present form. It being impossivle to 

he the Fellows together, I beg to subinit a proposal for 

* lair compromise which would, I believe, meet the views 

I ose who desire modifications. (paper No. 1.) 

Wish to add a few remarks as to the agitation which 

— in the application for a Supplemental Royal 
lee seeking to reverse to a great extent that of 


cd 1886 I moved in the Council :—‘ That the Parly. 
ommittee be requested to consider the desirability of 


ning @ new charter for the following amongst other 
Purposes: That Members of the profession prior to 


August 23rd 
Council of +h; 1876, be eligible for election to the 


this College and to the Board of Examiners ; 


that Members so elected shall, and all Members of ten 
years standing on August 23rd, 1886 may, be admitted 
to the Fellowship subject to such rules and regulations 
as exist in a charter granted to the Royal College of 
Surgeons in 1852 for a similar purpose.’ 

This was not agreed to, and I ceased to move in the 
matter, because I found that whereas I simply wanted to 
do an act of justice to a body of men who had sustained 
a deprivation of rights guaranteed to them on entry to 
the profession, others were contending that Members who 
joined after 1876 had been deprived of rights, which is 
clearly a mistaken notion, as every man after 1876 ought 
to have known that on signing the undertaking to con- 
form with the charters, etc., he could only become a mem- 
ber of Council or an Examiner after he was 26 years of 
age and after he had taken the Fellowship Degree, which 
necessitates five years in practice before it can be taken. 

The literature on the New Charter is a pamphlet (see 
pamphlet marked A) by Mr. Hunting, a gentleman first 
elected to the Council in 1889, and he adopts the theory 
that the Fellowship Degree ought to stand as a mark of 
honour only, and should not confer any privileges 
and that the reserving of privileges to Fellows is 
a deprivation and injustice to Members. No one has 
ever attempted to point out that although all veterinary 
surgeons enjoy the privilege of electing members of 
Council, many professions reserve that privilege for a 
higher degree. Neither has the bulk of the profession 
ever been informed that in the Medical, Legal and other 
professions, it is recognised that the natural reward for 
obtaining the higher degrees is the enjoyment of the 
posts of honour in the various professions. It thus comes 
about that the rank and file of the profession have been 
lashed into a fury at what has been described to them as 
a deprivation of their birthright, etc., etc. 

It is much to be regretted that the Royal College has 
never officially stated what the rights of Members and 
Fellows were, and how the honours went in other pro- 
fessions. 

An appeal from Mr. Mulvey, a partisan of Mr. 
Hunting’s, (see packet marked B) resulted in about 1150 
replies being received, and as the Royal College has not 
taken steps to communicate the method of distributing 
honours in other professions, I think those replies cannot 
be ignored, and must be taken as a mandate from the 
Members subject, of course, to reasonable modification 
and due regard to existing interests,and due regard also 
to the fact that in the veterinary profession there is a 
lack of men of superior social and educational rank, 
and that these men will not be attracted to the pro- 
fession if there is no reward for the attainment of a 
higher degree. No one will contend that there is any 
right to go beyond the mandate, and this some clauses 
in the Supplemental Charter undoubtedly do. ae 

At the annual election of six members for Council in 
May 1891, Mr. Hunting who had then started a weekly 
journal (the only other journals being monthly or 
quarterly scientific ones) directed that as none of the re- 
tiring members except one would make an unconditional 
promise to support his programme they were to be dis- 
missed, 

For the forthcoming election in May he has directed 
that four old members are not to be supported, and has 
put up nominees. It will be seen from the revurn (see 
paper 2) how the elections resulted last year, and how 
they are being fought this. Mr. Hunting’s paper says 
this week, “ The result of the pending election will win 
or lose the Charter.” (see packet marked C.) , 

As regards what is called the “ Dual Appointment. I 
think the Charter 1844, page 25 on Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons (see Register marked D) prevents the necessit 
of aclause in a new charter with reference to who sh 


be examiners. 
I trust their lordships will be pleased to direct the 
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Royal College to send full information to everyone on 
the Register of Veterinary Surgeons in a form to be 
approved by their lordships of the rules for a higher de- 
gree in other professions, etc, when the good sense of 
the body may be relied on for a proper verdict and 
mandate, or that their lordships will deal with the subject 
promptly and put an end to further discord. 

In response to my enquiry to the existing practitioners 
(see packet marked E) I have received over 300 signed 
papers answering all the questions in the affirmative. A 
refusal to fix a limit of age will necessitate an amendment 
of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Aci by partisans of existing 

ractitioners. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
e down for discussion at its next meeting the following 
resolution, which is sure to create ill-feeling amongst the 
existing practitioners, while showing a disposition of a 
party in the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 

urgeons to upset existing arrangements, “ That steps be 
taken by this Council to ascertain whether those persons 
whose names appear on the list of existing practitioners 
under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, have the right 
to use the title of ‘ Veterinary Surgeon.’ ” 


(Signed) HENRy Simpson. 
April 1892. 


(Paper No. 2.) 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL IN 
1891 AND 1892. 


Retiring Member of s3 Substituted for retiring 83 
Council, 1891. Members of Council. 3 
Cox, President, V-pres, Wheatley, country prac. 0 


Examiner, Lon. prac- 

titioner 19 
Retired 

Pritchard, Prof, Pres, Ex- 

aminer, Lon.practitioner 23 
Defeated 

Wragge, Treasurer, Vice- 

pres, Lon. practitioner 10 
Defeated 

Duguid, Prof., Board of 

Agriculture, Examiner, 

Vice-president 

_ Defeated 

Axe, Resident Prof. Royal 


Mr. Hunting’s nominee 
Raymond, A.V.D. 0 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


Burnett, country practnr. 0 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


Mason, country practnr. 0 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


Nisbett, country practnr. 0 


Vet. Col. London 18 Mr. Hunting’s nominee 
Defeated 
Whittle, country prac. 12 | Whittle, country practnr. 12 


Mr. Hunting’s nominee Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


Retiring Members of Council 


T iri 
1392 who are to be opposed. ‘© oppose retiring Members, 


enumerated on other side 1892. 


Greaves, Pres, Vice-pres, 
country practitioner 
Fleming (C.B.) Author, 
late Prin. Vet. Surgeon 
to Army, Pres, V-pres, 
Examiner 24 
Williams, Prin. Vet. Col, 
Edinbro’, Author, Pres. 
V-president 

Brown (C.B.) Director, 
Vet. Dept. Board Agri- 
culture, Prin. Vet. Col. 
Lon., Pres, V-president 23 


(Parer No. 1.) 
PROPOSED ALTERATIONS TO SUPPLEMENTAL 
ROYAL CHARTER. 
Clauses, 1 (a) Fellows only to be eligible as since 1886. 
(») If Members are admissible they must be 30 


years of age and have been 5 years i “0m 
2, 3, 4, 5. Noalteration asked for. 


Donald, country practnr. 0 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 
Fraser, V-pres, country 

practitioner 1 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


33 


Hartley, country practnr. 0 

= Mr. Hunting’s nominee 

Merrick, country practnr. 0 
Mr. Hunting’s nominee 


| Charter and probably all for different reasons. 


6. This is provided for by Charter 1844. The Council can 
make a Bye-Law stating who shall or shall not be 
Examiners. 

If clause is required in Charter, provide that there shall 
never be on the Council more than one fourth of the 
whole body who are also members of the Court of Ex 
aminers, and no Examiner shall take part in any elec. 
tion for examiners. 

7. No alteration asked for. 

8. All Bye-Laws shall be approved by the Privy Council. 

9. If Members are admitted to Council, a sum equal to 30 
per cent of the total amount received in fees on the 
admission of Fellows shail be set apart and ad. 
ministered by Fellows only, and sball be spent in such 
a manner as shall conduce to the scientific advance. 
ment of the profession. 

10. Clause to prevent payment of fees to Members: of 
Council. 

11. Saving rights of Fellows who are or have been Members 
of Council and Examiners up to date of Charter, 


The PresweEnt :—I may as well tell you what the in- 
closures referred to in the memorandum are: Ais Mr. 
Hunting’s pamphlet—“ A New Charter—Is it needed!” 
There are some remarks in the margin controverting 
certain statements init. It would take a long time if 
it were read through. I do not know whether you would 
know what the remarks referred to without references to 
the text. 

Mr. Huntine :—Nor with it I should think. 

The Preswent:—B is Mr. Mulvey’s circular of 
November 9th sent to the members of the profession, and 
a postcard that accompanied it with answers. C is The 
Veterinary Record for the week ending April 2nd, 1892 ; 
editorial notes. E is Sir Henry Simpson’s circular of 
March 25th, 1892 to the existing practitioners,* and the 
postcard that accompanied it.t 

Mr. Hunting :—One hardly knows how to accept this 
production, whether to take it as a joke or how! The 
only thing that prevents it being a humorous production 
is that there are in it four or five statements utterly 
opposed to what really is the fact. I regret I cannot use 
the only word in the English language which properly 
characterises them. It is a small,short word, but I will 
not use it. First of all Sir Henry Simpson tells the 
Privy Council that we, the Council, refused him a request 
that the Fellows should meet in this room, He knows 
perfectly well that the Fellows, two of them, or 20, or 50 
of them or any number they like can meet here whenever 
they like, that he can meet them. They can do just as 
they please and try to arrange the matter. I think it is 
a very great pity they did not meet. I think it is very 
shrewd business on Sir Henry Simpson’s part not to call 
them together. He might get them all to object to the 

He then 
says “It being impossible to get the fellows together.” 
That is another of those statements you cannot in polite 
society characterise with a proper word. ‘There 1s not 
the slightest obstacle to getting them together — 
their own inherent little difficulties. They probably nia 
not come, Sir Henry would have to bring them. 4 
should think possibly he might get a few of them - 

erhaps he might get a little section that would do w : 
required them todo. Then he makes another state- 
ment in connection with my name. He says I put up 
nominees for Council. Now outside I should ane ag 
that to Sir Henry Simpson by the only word 
expresses it. ; but 

The Prestipent:— Pardon me for saying 8° 
allusions of this kind are rather out of place. natal 

Mr. Hunt1ne :—It is a much worse thing 12 
to point out a trick than to do it. Itisa ¥r" ‘ool 
thing to name an offence than to commit it. pee pod 
say that 1 did not nominate anybody. I never rte | 
nominees, and I think I may go as far as to say 


*See p. 525. +See p. 536; Enclosure No. 1. 
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never even suggested that the Veterinary Profession 
should support a single man who had not been selected 
and approved by a Veterinary Medical Society. I think 
I can say that every man that Sir Henry Simpson says I 
nominated, was really nominated by half a dozen different 
Veterinary Medical Associations, those bodies which he 
in his better days characterised as the voice of the pro- 
fessiov. In the extract which Mr. Mulvey read the other 
day you will remember how Mr. Simpson, as he was then, 
extolled the Associations, and pointed out how they led 
and guided the profession, that they were the intelligence, 
brains, and voice of the profession. Now he absolutely 
ignores them, to give the Editor of The Weekly Reviler a 
little advertisement. Then we come to the statement 
about the three hundred signatures. Who of? Signa- 
tures of existing practitioners! In reply to a circular 
‘which told them nothing excepting that they were being 
deprived of something, a circular worded carefully to 
frighten them, worded carefully not to tell them what to 
be afraid of, but to get them to send their letters and 
their votes. As a Veterinary Surgeon I have a right to 
ask Veterinary Surgeons whether it is an honest and fair 
thing fer a member of this profession to raise up enmity 
between the existiug practitioner and ourselves, is it a 
right and fair thing for a leading member of the profession 
or as I ought to say a man who was once a leading mem- 
ber of this profession, to ask the existing practitioner to 
enable him to block the practical requirements of the 
whole veterinary profession! I hold that itis not. But 
then in this world we differ very much in our estimate of 
what is right and wrong. Then, again, capital is made 
out of Mr. Kidd’s motion, and another of those remarka- 
ble statements I have referred to occurs, that a party in 
this Council supports Mr. Kidd. I say there is no party 
in this Council which supports Mr. Kidd ; I say there are 
not two men in this Council who support Mr. Kidd, and 
Isay more, Sir Henry Simpson knew it when he made 
the statement. The other day at the last meeting of the 
Council, some of you were not present, Sir Henry Simp- 
son had a proposition to make, but he has altered it be- 
fore sending it to the Privy Council. His proposal was 
that the funds subscribed by the Fellows should be put 
into a separate bag, and “ devoted to scientific research.” 
Now this is rather funny, where the comic element comes 
in. He has altered it now to “ be spent for the good of 
the profession.” Do you know why?! Because it so 
happens that this body of men to which he and I belong 
are absolutely unable to do scientific research, and would 
have to go to the Members to get it done. That was an 
awfully awkward thing; and it would be still more 
awkward to have told the Council that, because it would 
at once have contradicted the assertion he made before 
that by allowing Members to take one or two seats round 
this table, that you are lowering the grade of the pro- 
fession so as to enable men to come here who, if we had 
scientific research to do would have to be employed to do 
80. I do not suppose anything we can say here will 
affect the author of that letter to the Privy Council. It 
looks to me like the parting shot, that a man when he 
has made up his mind to have done with a body of men 
fires at them as he goes. I anticipate that will turn out 
to be the truth, and I shall be very glad if it is. 

Professor WaLLEy :—I presume there must be some 
‘iswer sent to the Privy Council. ‘he question is 
whether we are to consider what the answer is to be. I 
Would propose that the Council direct the sub-committee 

W up an answer. ‘ 

Mr. Tuatcner:—It would be necessary for this 
antl to give some broad indication of their views on 
i tii so that the sub-committee could put them into 


. Mr. Tracer :—I would suggest that the solicitor be 
structed to draw up the reply, and that a special meet- 
"8g of the Council be called to approve of it. 


Mr. Mutvey:—In order to answer this wonderful 
letter in the proper manner, I see no other way than to 
pass it to the sub-committee to let them draft a reply, 
a then call a special meeting of the Council so affirm 
it. 

Mr. James F. Simpson :—I agree in thinking that this 
matter will have to go before the sub-committee, but I 
wonder how many members of the Council will take the 
trouble to attend. Personally Ishall be very glad to come. 
I have attended most days this week on Council business, 
but I think those who have been absent during the week, 
although they may have been summoned, are hardly 
likely to turn up between now and the annual meeting. 
I therefore do not see the use of calling a special meeting 
for the purpose. By all means refer it back to the com- 
mittee to report to the Council, but do not call a special 
ee of the Council between now and the Ist of 

ay. 

Mr. THatcuer :--We are in this position. In all 
probability this Charter will have to lay upon the table 
of the House fer ten day after it has passed and obtained 
the approval of the Privy Council. There are rumours 
of a dissolution, and the sooner we can get the matter 
finished the better. 

Mr, James Simpson :—I am not anxious to do it, but I 
was wondering what our position will be if we send an 
answer to the Privy Council submitted to only eight 
members of this Council. What weight will it have? 
Why not submit it to an ordinary meeting of the 
Council. 

Prof. PENBExtTHY :—It is too late. 

Mr. THatcuer :—A reply must be sent quickly. If 
Mr. Mulvey’s motion is passed we must have a meeting 
to confirm it within seven days: cannot we have an 
ordinary meeting at the same time ?/ 

Mr. James Simpson:—How many members will 
pledge themselves to attend?! I will. 

The PrestpeNt:—We are certain to have a quorum, 
and far more. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I will move that the matter be referred 
to the sub-committee, and the committee report to a 
special meeting of the Council. 

Mr. Huntine :—Half the men in theroom do not know 
that the Solicitor has already replied to one protest, and 
that he has written us another reply here. Why not 
leave it to him to draw up a draft to be submitted to this 
Council or a special meeting of council for approval. We 
can meet and talk for a day, if necessary. 

Mr. TriacEerR :—I move that the Solicitor be instructed 
to prepare a reply, to be submitted to a special meeting of 
the council within fourteen days. 

Mr. Nissetr seconded the motion which was agreed to 


FInaNcE COMMITTEE, 


The Secretary read the report. 
Mr. Wrage :—I beg to move, “ That the report of the 


Finance Committee be received and adopted, and that 
cheques be drawn to meet the liabilities.” 

Mr. James Simpson seconded the motion which was 
carried, 

ReGisTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the report of the Registration 
Committee which recommended that prosecutions under 
Section 17 should be ordered against eight gentlemen, 
The committee had considered the case of a mem- 
ber of the College on a charge of conduct dis- 
graceful in a professional respect, and had deemed it a 
case for the consideration of the Council whether pro- 
ceedings ought to be taken to remove his name from the 
Register. 

Mr. James Simpson :—I beg to move that the recom- 
mendations of the Registration Committee be adopted, 
and that the Seal of the College be attached to the orders 


for prosecution. 
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Mr. TricGeR seconded the motion which was agreed to 

On the motion of Prof. Wattey, seconded by Mr. 
Mason the case of a M.R.C.V.S. was referred to the 
Registration Committee who were asked to investigate 
the matter and report to the Council in pursuance of 
Sections 6 and8 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. 


Liprary AND Museum ComMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report which stated that the 
cataloguing and arranging of the books was completed, 
as well as the arranging and cataloguing of the specimens 
in the museum. The committee had approved of the 
photographs of animals in motion selected by Capt. Ray- 
mond and Mr. Hunting; and the estimate of the cost, 
£22 8s. was accepted. 

On the motion of Prof. McCatt, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, the report was adopted. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Examination 
Committee, from which it appeared that the committee 
had resolved—That the principle of a four years’ course of 
study be adopted; that the question of the details be 
referred back to the sub-committee ; and that the recom- 
mendation of the sub-committee as to the matriculation 
examination be received and adopted. 

Mr. Epear moved, and Capt. RayMonp seconded tie 
adoption of the report, which was agreed to. 


CIRCULARS TO THE ReGiIsTeRED PRACTITIONERS AND 
Mempers or PARLIAMENT IN REPLY TO Sir HENRY 
Simpson’s CiRcULARS. 


The followiug is the circular which the Council directed 
the Solicitor to draw up in reply to Sir Henry Simpson’s 
circulars :— 

CoLLece or VETERINARY SURGEONS, 


10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 
April 7th, 1892. 


Sir, 
The attention of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons has been called to a circular letter 
urporting to be addressed by Sir Henry Simpson to the 
gistered Existing Practitioners of Veterinary Surgery, 
in which they are informed that the Royal College is 
presenting a petition for a Supplemental Charter, which 
alters an alleged arrangement made with them by the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881; and the circular goes 
on tostate that in 1881 the Existing Practitioners were 
placed upon the Register of Veterinary Surgeons, and 
the Council of the College was invested with power to 
strike names off fur breach of professional conduct, and 
to make regulations for future professional conduct. The 
writer further says that he was engaged in promoting the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, and he and all others interested 
would have been very pleased, in the interests of Existing 
Practitioners, to have inserted a clause limiting the 
Conncil to Veterinary Surgeons who had been a rea- 
sonable number of years in practice ; and that the reason 
why this was not dune was that a Charter had been ob- 
tained in 1876 by which no man could serve on the 
Council unless he was twenty-six years of age and had 
been five years in practice and had passed the Fellowsliip 
Examination, and this secured a fair tribunal. The 
circular then goes on to state that it is proposed to lower 
the grade and age for membership of Council, and to 
allow men of twenty-one years of age, or even less if the 
Council alter a Bye law, to sit in judgment on Existing 
Practitioners and remove their names from the Register ; 
and that this is not all, for that it is proposed to make 
new regulations for their professional conduct, and this 
might prove harassing and vexatious to them in their 
calling if not dealt with in a forbearing spirit by men of 
long and varied experience in practice. 
The Council fear that these statements, if uncontra- 


dicted or unexplained, might cause Registered Existing 
Practitioners alarm and uneasiness, for which there is no 
occasion. 

Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 188] 
gives the Council the power to remove from the Register 
the names of persons whose names had been incorrectly 
entered, or had been fraudently entered or procured to 
be entered, or where the person had been guilty of an 
offence which, if part | in England, would be a mis- 
demeanour or higher offence, or where a person registered 
was shown to be guilty, either before or after the passing 
of the Act, of any conduct disgraceful to him in a pro. 
fessional respect. This clause applies not only to Reyis- 
tered Existing Practitioners, but also to Fellows and 
members of the College, sv that so far all are on an equal 
footing. 

Section 7 gives the Council power to restore a name. 

Section 8 of the Act provides that before a name is 
either removed or restored the facts of the case are to be 
investigated by a Committee of the Council, and this 
Committee is bound to hear the person concerned, if he 
so desires, and they have then to report to the Conncil. 

The power to remove a name can even then only be 
exercised at a meeting of Council at which not less than 
two-thirds of the members are present, and with the con- 
sent of three-fourths of the members present, but not 
otherwise. As afurther safeguard the person aggrieved 
has aright of appeal to the Privy Council. 

It is incorrect to state or infer that at the time this 
Act was passed the Council consisted of Fellows only ; it 
consisted of gentlemen elected indiscriminately from 
Fellows and Members, for the clause of the Charter to 
which allusion is made in the circular did not come into 
operation until the year 1886, and during the period be- 
tween 1881 and 1886 the name of only one person 
registered as an Existing Practitioner was struck off the 
Register, and that upon his own application. 

It is now proposed that Members of College shall be 
eligible to be members of Council as well as the Fellows, 
and thus tu restore things to the position as between 
1881 and 1886, so that the tribunal will virtually be the 
same as that in existence at the passing of the Act. The 
Council think it hardly worth while to point out the ex- 
treme improbability of men of so little standing in the 
profession being elected as the circular would seem 
to imply. ; She 

With regard to the suggestion in the circular that it 1s 
proposed to make new rules for professional conduct, 
there was a suggestion on the 10th April, 1890, that rules 
should be framed as to professional conduct, but no 
further step has been taken to carry out this resolution 
up to the present time; but these rules, when 
made, will apply not only to Existing Practitioners, we 
also to Fellows and Members’ of the College, and will, o 
course, be subject to appeal to the Privy Council if they 
are contrary to the spirit of the Act. 

By Order of the Council. 
ARTHUR W. HILL, 
Secretary. 


The Prestpent :—Does any gentleman wish to make 
any remarks upon these circulars / easiest: 
Sir Henry Smpson:—I venture to suggest if a ol 
lar is sent that it should state what is done in 
fessions. It will be sent to laymen who do = os : 
anything of other professions, aud if you point hi king 
you are going to do something, it will set gee ” P 
and I should have thought it better to say W we “* 
rule in uther professions. Of course 1 know ana 
counterblast to what I have sent out to a few eet 
whom I know to be respectable registered Pe a d, is 
I sent to twenty, and this counterblast, I un *~ efteen 
going to be sent to something like fourteen 0 t up by 


hundred. That is your concern, but if I follow i 
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another counterblast, probably we shall go on till both 
sides get tired of it. 

Mr. Huntine :—We shall not tire. 

Sir Henry Stmpson :—This body corporate should 
not, [ think, send out a statement which is in any way 
misleading, and which I controvert and say is misleading. 
You say, “ It is incorrect to state or infer that at the time 
this Act was passed the Council consisted of Fellows 
only.” Now, show me where there is anything in my 
circular which states that. I do not remember any- 
Mr. THATCHER :—Yes, here it is: “I was engaged in 
promoting the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, and I and all 
others interested would have been very pleased, in the 
interests of the existing practitioner to have inserted a 
clause limiting the Council of Veterinary Surgeons who 
had been a reasonable number of years in practice. The 
reason this was not done was, that a Charter had been 
obtained in 1876, by which no man rould serve on the 
Council unless he was 26 years of age and had been five 
years in practice, and had passed the Fellowship examina- 
tion. This secured a fair tribunal for existing practi- 
tioners and justice has been done.” 

Sir Henry Simpson :—That was the tribunal for all 
time after 1886. All I say is, “who stated or inferred 
that at the time this Act was passed, the Council con- 
sisted of Fellows only ?’ Who said so? 

Mr. ToatcHER :—With due submission you said so. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—You should say it is “ incorrect 
to infer,” not “incorrect to state.” You may infer any- 

ng. 

Mr. TuatcHEeR :—With submission I take it to bea 
correct statement. 

Sm Henry Simpson :—Then you say “It is now pro- 
posed that Members of College shall be eligible to be 
members of Council as well as the Fellows, and thus to 
restore things to the position as between 1881 and 1886, 
so that the tribunal will virtually be the same as that in 
existence at the passing of the Act. The Council think it 
hardly worth while to point out the extreme improbability 
of men of so little standing in the profession being elected 
as the circular would seem to imply.” I think that is 
golug a great deal too far. You make no mention as to 
what is done in other professions. You are going to 
make believe that we are only following the same line as 
other professions. If you want to enlighten gentlemen 
upon this point you ought to say that although we adopt 
this plan all other professions adopt a different one. I 
do think it isa mistake to let off this counterblast as the 
matter is sub judice. It is far better to await events. 

Mr. Mutvey : —This circular has been drawn up very 
carefully by our solicitor in answer to the circulars issued 
by Sir Henry Simpson. Those circulars, it was thought, 
Were misleading to the men to whom they were sent, and 
it was deemed necessary by the committee to which they 
Were referred to answer them. The answers have been 

Wuup, and I therefore beg to propose that they be 
*pproved by this Council and sent to the Registered 
ctitioners and to Members of Parliament. 
f. WaLLEY seconded the motion. 
TricGeR :—It seems to me that we are making a 
tactical mistake in sending to the Registered Practi- 
hers, as it is giving them a recognition from. this 
Suneil which they do not require. I am quite aware 
a was led up to by Sir Henry Simpson’s action, 

t I very much regret, but 1 fail tosee why we should 
a. se men in a position to say that the Council can- 
ps act in its own affairs without their consent. The 

‘wer to the Privy Council does not in any way concern 

; — Practitioners, and their interests are not 
The Presipent :—As president of the sub-committee I 
say that we carefully considered the position we had 
We know for certain that many Members of 


Parhament have moved in the matter in consequence of 
existing practitioners wri;ing and requesting them to de- 
fend their interests. The committee thought it was. 
absolutely necessary to reply in case (all the existing practi - 
tioners being alarmed) we allowed judgment to go by de- 
fault. They have already received recognition from 
Parliament and from the Privy Council. 

Mr. Huntine :—I should like to ask Sir Henry Simp- 
son a question. He said we are going to send out these 
cireulars to hundreds of men, whereas he himself had 
only consulted about twenty. How does he reconcile 
that with the statement that he has received 300 replies 
from them, and thxt those 300 replies are a proportion or 
percentage of the circulars he sent out ! 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I can easily put that matter 
straight, and I have great pleasure in doing so. What I 
said was this, that with regard to the Members of Parlia- 
ment I selected a few of high standing registered practi- 
tioners, 22 in all, and that I had written to every existing 
practitioner. I must really demur to the remarks which 
had been made with regard to existing practitioners. I 
think their position here is very much under-rated. I 
have the honour of knowing a great many who are very 
respectable men, and I have had the honour of being 
associated in practice with a gentleman for over thirty 
years who, I am proud to say, knows as much about 
Veterinary Surgery as Ido. I know other men equally 
respectable and equally worthy of being treated in the 
way they deserve. I am very much grieved to see that 
there is this spirit abroad of not accepting the situation 
which was clearly and definitely laid down in 1881; and 
when I look around and see that every man with = 
two exceptions has gone from this Board who had to do 
with the controversy of the settlement of the bone of 
contention in 1881, it grieves me to see such an unsettle- 
ment of what was done. I am bound to say that the 
feeling exhibited by young practitioners towards regis- 
tered practitioners is such as ought not to exist. It is 
unfortunate, that we know—the president has told us so— 
that these young men are deplorably ignorant when they 
go into practice, and the existing practitioners know it 
too. 

The PresipENt:—You are going very much beyond 
what I consider you are warranted in saying. I did not 
say these gentlemen generally speaking, I said a few can- 
didates for the army. I protest against your action in 
endeavouring to fasten upon me such an assertion, You 
speak of it generally. I suppose you mean it to go forth 
in print. You are quite wrong in your statement. 1 
never inferred or even hinted at it. I said that I had 
known men who had come up for the army and had not 
shown that practical knowledge that they should have 
done ; but that was not at this Council but at a committee 
meeting. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I think there was a letter sent 
to the College. 

Tue Presipent :—Certainly there was, but that only 
referred to a certain section. You could not have thought 
that I was speaking generally. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I understood that you were. — 

The Presipent :—l may say further that I think it is 
quite wrong to suggest that Mr. Trigger ran down the 

Mr. TRIGGER :—1 also protest against Sir Henry Simp- 
son implying that [ said that they were not a respectable 
body of men. I never suggested anything of the sort. I 
recognise many of the existing practitioners as respec- 
table members of society, but I say they have no locus 
standi in the veterinary profession. After the implication 
has been made I may further say that I signed a certifi- 
cate for an unqualified practitioner who lives in the same 
town as myself that we was a fit and proper man to be- 

me a registered practitioner. 

have never heard any members of 
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this profession, either in committee or out of committee, 
suggest that they were not a very respectable body. 

ir Henry Stmpson :—I have received so many letters 
in which the hardship is complai.ed of, that I think it 
is only fair to mention it. If we fail to turn out good 
men into the profession and if we do not educate them 
properly in the schools you have no right to interfere with 
that respectable body of men who empowered as they are 
by Act of Parliament are gaining an honest livlihood. 

The PReEsipEentT :—We are not interfering with them. 

Mr. Huntixe:—Give him rope enough. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—The Council is interfering with 
them by seeking to substitute another tribunal to make 
rules for them. 

Mr. Huntine :—Fudge ! 

Sir Henry Simpson :—May I ask you to be kind enough 
to keep order, sir ? 

Mr. Huntine :—It is fudge. 

The Preswpent:— Please listen to the speaker in 
silence. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I say again that you are by 
your Charter seeking to substitute a new tribunal which 
shall make rules for their future guidance and professional 
conduct and to try them for breaches of professional con- 
duct, Everybody knows that it is substituting a different 
tribunal and why, in the face of all that is going on 
around you, you do not recognise the fact that all other 
professions exact a time limit, and that this should be the 
one profession which exacts no time limit, having since 
1886 insisted upon it, is one of those things which exist- 
ing practitioners will not understand from this circular. 
(Cries of “ Vote, vote.’’) 

The PresweEnt :—I will now put the motion to the 
Council. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I request that the names be 
taken down. 

The Presipent !—I offer to put any resolution that the 
names be taken down. (“ No, no.’’) 

The motion that the circular be approved by the 
Council and sent to the registered practitioners and 
Members of Parliament was then put, and carried nem 
con, 


THe ANNUAL Report. 

The Sxcretary read the draft of the 49th Annual 
Report, which on the motion of Mr. Wraaa, seconded by 
Mr. TricGEr was adopted with slight amendments. 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. 

On the motion of Mr. Wraae, seconded by Mr. Mutvey 
Mr. Warner, Chartered Accountant, and Mr. W. Woodger 
were appointed as Auditors. 

APPOINTMENT OF ScRUTINEERS YOR ANNUAL VoTING Papers. 


Messrs. Pye, Slocock, Hurndall, Roots, Rogerson, 
McOnie, Rowe, Moore, Irving, Gibbin, J. A. W. Dollar, 
Mahon and Glover were appointed as scrutineers. 


Date ror Examinations 1x Lonpon anp 

It was resolved that Monday 16th of May be the date 
on which the Examinations in London and Scotland 
should commence. 

Notice or Morion py Proresson Pensertuy. 
_ Prof. Pensertuy :—I beg to give notice that it is my 
intention to move in the proper course—“ That after 
the appointment of the next Examining Board a written 
examination of the several classes shall be instituted.” 
Osrrvary, 
The Secretary read the Obituary List. 
Notice or Motion sy Proressor Wat.ey, 

Prof. Watiry handed in the following notice of 
motion :—“ That students who have not attained the age 
of twenty-one shall be allowed to present themselves for 


the C examination, and if they pass the diploma be re- 
tained until they are of age.” 


SpecraL 


At the conclusion of the foregoing meeting a Special 
Meeting of Council was held for the purpose of consider- 
ing a motion standing in Mr. Mulvey’s name, for the al- 
teration of Bye-law 20. 

Mr. Mutvey :—It has occurred to me for a long time 
past that there are so few offices of honour in this pro- 
fession, that it isa pity tu tie them up for a longer period 
than necessary. If you havea good examiner you can re- 
tain him and re-elect him at the end of three years, where- 
as if you have one you do not quite approve of you can 
elect some one else in his place. The latter part of the 
clause is also one which I consider very necessary. It 
will be in the memory of many gentleman here that the 
election of examiners some five years ago the names of 
the gentlemen were first mentioned in this room, and no 
one had the slightest opportunity of satisfying himself 
who they were —their position or their qualification for 
the office. I therefore beg to move the resolution which 
stands in my name :—“ To substitute three years for five 
years as the term of office as Examiner, and to add at 
the end of the bye-law the following words :—Every candi- 
date for the oftice of Examiner must be nominated in 
writing to the Secretary at least fourteen days before the 
election takes place, and the names with their qualifica- 
tions must appear on the circular convening the meeting 
at which they are to be appointed.” 

Mr. TriaGcER seconded the motion which was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. FrasEx, seconded by Mr. Jamgs 
Simpson, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman 
and the proceedings terminated. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The usual monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Tuesday evening last at the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn. Mr. W. 
Roots, the president of the society, occupied the chair, 
and the other members present were :—Fellows: E. L. 
Butters, M. Clarke, Lieut.-Col. Duck, J. A. W. Dollar, 
Captain Glover, J. S. Hurndall, W. Hunting, Major 
Kettle, W. J. Mulvey, Prof. Macqueen, Prof. Penberthy, 
A. Prudames, A. Rogerson, W. Roots, Captain Raymond, 
J. E. Rickards, H. G. Rogers, F. G. Samson, Prof. Shave, 
J. F. Simpson, W. N. Wright, W. Willis, and J. Woodger. 
Visitors: F. H. Bunbury, W. A. Edgar, F. Hobday, T. 
Ludlow, G. Thatcher, and F. W. Willett. 

On the motion of Mr. J. S. Hurndall, seconded by Mr. 
W. Willis, the minutes of the preceding meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed as correct. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 
The  hono secretary, 

had received pie TR es from Mr. W. F. Barrett and 
Mr. Sidney Villar expressing regret at their inability to 
attend. Further, he‘had received a letter from hapersew! 
T. Walley, of Edinburgh, who wrote :—“ I am in recelp 
of your invitation, and regret that it 1s impossible a 
to leave here before Wednesday. I should have a 
very pleased if I could have joined you in ea te 
important question of education. Revolutionary o- 
the proposed changes are they are in the right — : 
But I am of opinion that some alterations are ~ ‘ 
in the general plan of the proposed scheme. s wh st 
permanent settlement of the question will be = ow 
as the schools have been between two sticks. 
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the first proposer of the extension of the curriculum, I am 
pledged to support the movement and shall do 
80.” 


ALTERATION oF NIGHT OF MEETING. 

The Secretary added that the reason why that meeting 
was convened for Tuesday instead of Thursday, the 
customary meeting night, was that the room was required 
on the ensuing Thursday for the purposes of the Council 
of the Royal Veterinary College; and, he did not think 
it advisable to defer the society’s gathering until another 
week. 

ELECTION oF FELLOws. 

The result of a ballot was the unanimous election as 
Fellows of the Society of Mr. E. R. C. Butler, A.V.D., 
Aldershot, and Mr. John Taylor, Ivy Lodge, Derby. 


or CounciL oF THE Royat CoLLEGE oF 
VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

The Chairman explained that the next business was to 
consider the coming election of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. W. J. Mutvey said that the society had, for several 
years past, taken a very great interest in the election of 
members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. This year they 
had, as one of the retiring members of the Council, Mr. ; 
Simpson, who had done good work on the Council and 
who offered himself for re-election. The subject which 
had been principally before the profession during the 
last twelve months was that of the proposed Charter. 
Just now that matter was in a very critical position. It 
had been opposed by several Fellows, and some of them 
had endeavoured to stir up opposition in the ranks of the 
Registered Practitioners. Hence he should be glad if the 
members of that Society saw their way clear to support 
the gentlemen nominated who were known strenuous 
supporters of the proposed Charter, and who pledged 
themselves to do all they possibly could to secure its 
adoption in its present form. The candidates whom he 
proposed that they should support were Prof. McCall, 
Mr. Simpson, Mr, Fraser, Mr. Donald, Mr. Hartley, Mr. 
Merrick, and Mr. Hedley. 

Mr. Hornpaui :—Have these gentlemen signed a letter 
binding themselves as did those gentlemen whom we 
agreed to support last year ? 

Mr. Mutvey :—They have, sir. 

Mr. Hurnpaut :—Then I shall have great pleasure in 
seconding your proposition. 

The CuarrMAN :—The motion is “ That this Society 
support, at the coming election of Council of the 
RC.V.S., Professor McCall, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Fraser, 
ir, Donald, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Merrick, and Mr. Hed- 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 


PROFESSIONAL 
The CuatrMAn then asked Professor John Penberthy, 
F.R.C.V.S., to read his paper on “ Professional Conduct,” 


fifth. He extracted the accumulated food and filled the 
space with gutta percha, and the horse did very well 
until a short time ago. He was told by his friend, Mr. 
Shipley, of Yarmouth, that in some parts of the country 
this form of disease was very prevalent—more usual in 
the lower than the upper jaw—and that the course 
followed was that of extraction. Personally he had never 
met with a case in the upper jaw. 

Mr. A. Rogerson thought that their thanks were due 
to Mr. Butters for bringing this specimen under their 
notice, for it was rather an important one, seeing that 
disease of the molars was not very common. He con- 
sidered’ it was very essential that in examining horses 
they should pay mage ne attention to their molars, 
especially in London where horses had to be fed upon 
hard and short food. The accumulation of food in the 
vacant spaces caused great pain to the animal. He thought 
that at the time of their passing a horse into a large stud, 
an examination of the molars was very often neglected, 
and that it was desirable that they should bestow more 
attention upon this kind of disease. It was a very serious 
thing for a horse to be so affected; it would never do 
well, and always be a source of trouble. They might 
talk about extracting molars, but it was easier to speak 
about it than to do it. 


GENERAL AND VETERINARY EpvucatIon.” 

The adjourned discussion on Captain Raymond’s paper 
was resumed. 

Professor PenBertuy again denied that by the word 
“ fad,’”’ which he had before used and to which objection 
was taken, he meant anything more than a possible 
“ specialised idea” ou the part of an examiner which 
might militate against the success of a candidate, 
Teachers were told at the previous meeting that they 
were human, and that the difficulty of teachers becomin 
examiners could not be overcome until a certain trait o 
human nature was annihilated. Well, examiners—and 
he was pleased to say that all the examiners whom he had 
known were personal friends of his—were human as well 
as teachers, and were liable to be affected in the same 
way ; but he had sat eleven years with examiners, and he 
never found the latter acting unfairly towards students 
who presented themselves for examination. On the 
other hand he had known those gentlemen exercise the 
utmost fairness, if notleinency towards students. Still 
there was a possibility of examiners having specialised 
ideas—he would not call them “fads’’—and with an 
increase in the number of examiners the chances of the 
students having to contend against specialised ideas 
would be augmented. He related an incident in his own 
experience as a student presenting himself for examina- 
tion, when a particular examiner, now deceased, put to 
him a particular question, which was evidently a favourite 
question with him, as he subsequently found that 
precisely the same question had been put to other 
students by that gentleman who, being prepared with the 


pending the arrival of Captain Raymond, in whose 
absence it would be hardly fair to resume the discussion | 
that _gentleman’s paper on “ General and Veterinary | 
Education.” (Prof. Pen berthy’s paper appears on p. 546). 
At the request of the Chairman, Professor Penberthy | 
Sonsented to the postponement of discussion upon his 
Paper until the next meeting of the Society. 


A Post-MoRTEM SPECIMEN. 

Mr. A. L. Burrers laid upon the table for inspection 
under jaw of a horse upon which he had operated. 

© explained that there were spaces between the fourth, 
»and sixth molar into which the food had got and 
me fetid. He had been generally told that the cure 
this was to extract one of the teeth and leave a large 
ybening in which the food did not accumulate. The 
had im question rather differed from similar cases he 
masmuch as instead of one only, it had two 
teeth between the second and third, and fourth and 


proper answer, readily satisfied the examiner. Turning 
to the scheme propounded in Captain Raymond’s paper, 
the professor said he had given ‘his adhesion to that 
scheme, and he was glad to find that it had been received 
with so much favour. It embodied the progressive ideas 
of the Council. As to the schools, he admitted that they 
were open to improvement, but the profession when 
speaking of graduates had really nothing whatever to do 
with the schools. The door of the profession was kept by 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and the Council gave the keys of the door to the 
examiners. If the examiners admitted students unfitted 
for membership and allowed them to pass examinations, 
the College as a whole were not responsible for this 
serious state of things if it really existed. With respect 
to the proposed four years course he did not think its 
desirableness could be disputed, if it were practicable. If 
the plan could be worked with the means at their 
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disposal, if the probable gain in the professional career of 
a veterinary surgeon was deemed worthy of the initial 
expenditure that the plan entailed, then—he said —let 
them have a four years course. He was entirely opposed 
to the idea that they should have two classes of practice. 
Did they find that clergymen, cultured and refined men 
from Oxford and Cambridge Universities, who in pursuit 
of their calling mixed with the lowest and vilest classes 
at the East End, wére the less refined and gentlemanlike 
because of their surroundings. No. Nor need the 
business associations of a veterinary surgeon render him 
less of a gentleman. (Applause.) 

Captain Raymonp said he did not think it was 
necessary that he should reply in detail to the remarks 
which his paper had evoked. It appeared, to him that 
those who were in favour of the four years scheme and 
those who were opposed to it had answered one another. 
There were two questions, however, which the chairman 
would put to them presently. One was whether they 
were in favour of higher general education, and the other 
whether they approved of the four years scheme. As 
they were probably aware, the four years scheme had 
passed the sub-committee of the Council, and it would 
come before the general committee of that body. Two 
rocks were ahead with which, he thought, they should be 
acquainted. The professors of some of the colleges 
opposed the change. Those of the London College, for 
instance, opposed it, he was told, by 4 to 1. Other 
professors were antagonistic including Prof. McCall. One 
or two others were opposed to it or had doubts about 
it. He did not know the names of the professors of the 
London College opposed to the scheme. On the other 
hand he believed that Professor Brown was favourable, 
also Professor Axe. Professor Penberthy was, as he said, 
favourable. Professor Macqueen, too, was, Captain 
Raymond thought, in favour of the scheme. Professor 
Shave, with other professors including he (Captain Ray- 
mond) believed Professor Wild were against it. He had 
not yet heard from all the Scotch professors but, at any 
rate, the examiners as a body were in favour of the 
project. Well, the opposition he had indicated was one 
of the rocks ahead which they would have to meet on the 
Council, The other rock ahead was the question of 
expense. Mr. Thatcher had gone minutely into this 
question, Taking the existing three years scheme as it 
worked in 1891 he found a resultant profit for the year of 
£884 6s. 10d.; and he estimated that, in regard to the 
four years scheme, there would be an annual profit of 
£833 3s. 4d. Hence there was a reduced profit of £51 
3s. 6d., but in the calculations upon which the estimated 
yearly profit of the four years scheme were based, £336 
was set down as the annual cost of specimens, which 
was a great deal more than the sum likely to be required. 
Allowing £200 for specimens—which, too, might be re- 
garded as an excessive estimate—the four years scheme 
would yield an annual profit of £969 3s. 4d. Hence they 
would realise that the four years scheme, properly worked 
out, was a perfectly feasible one. 

Professor PENBERTHY :—Upon what is the income of 
the four years scheme based! Do you base it upon the 
amount of the fees now allowed by Act of Parliament— 
£13 13s.—and will the four years scheme upon that basis 
yield £969 annually ? . 

Captain Raymonp :--No, we assume that the Charter 
will pass and that we shall have increased fees, but these 
calculations do not go to the limit of the increase. We 
have allowed eighteen guineas. While the debit side of 
the account has been over calculated, the credit side has 
been underestimated. We have proceeded, as we think, 
cautiously and safely. 

Professor MacqugENn:—Has the number of students 
been ascertained ? 

Captain RaymMonp :—The number of students has been 
taken on the three years scheme in 1891. 


Professor Macqugen :—For the four years scheme? 

Captain RaymMonp :—Some gentlemen say that under 
the four years scheme we shall have an increased number 
of students, others say there will be fewer. We will leave 
them to fight that matter out. Our estimate is based 
upon the probability of there being as many students 
under the four years scheme as there were under the 
three years scheme in 1891. 

Professor MacqueEn :—But you assume you will have 
a maximum fee of eighteen guineas ? 

Captain Raymonp :—Yes. 

Professor MacquzEN :—To have that amount you 
require a Charter. 

Captain Raymonp:--But we shall get the Charter, 
This scheme will not come in force until a long time 
after we have acquired a Charter. 

Professor MacqukEN :—After we are dead. 

Captain RaymMonp :—No, three years after we have got 
the Charter. He proceeded to thank Professor Pen- 
berthy and other gentlemen for the complimentary 
allusions they had made to his paper, but he said he was 
not entirely deserving of their praise. The four years 
scheme was certainly not his invention, nor was it an 
English or Scotch invention, but rather a German or 
French one. He derived the scheme from Germany, 
and he would willingly have relinquished the task of 
bringing it before that Society to some other gentleman. 
The greatest share of the work had been done by others, 
and his part had only really been that of a sort of editor 
in a small way. 

At the request of Mr. Hurnpatt, : 

The CuarrMaNn put the proposition: Are you in favour 
of a higher general education ? : 

The meeting unanimously voted in the affirmative. — 

The Cuarrman :—The next proposition is: Are youim 
favour of a four years scheme ! 

Professor Suave :—Does the scheme mean a four years 
course of study and four separate examinations ! 

Captain RaymMonp :—Not a four years course of study. 
We can only concern ourselves with examinations. 

Professor SHave:—It is the four examinations I 
mean. 

Professor Macquezn:—Is it Captain Raymond’s 
scheme we are asked to vote upon, or the scheme issued 
from this building the other day ? ; ; 

Captain RaymMonp :—The scheme submitted is not my 
scheme, it is the general scheme of the committee of the 
Council. 

Professor PenspertHy:—I submit we should take 4 
more general vote instead of binding ourselves to details. 
Why not substitute the word “ cuurse ” for “ scheme.”) 
Some gentlemen object to four examinations, but are In 
favour of a four years education. 

Captain RayMonp:—I do not see that we as a pro 
fession have anythiug to do with the course of study. You 
understand what I mean. We have really no right to 
interfere with your schools. x 

Professor MacqugEN:— Don’t say “your” schools, 
please. 

Captain Raymonp :—Our schools. 

Mr. W. Huntine :—Half those in this room will - 
vote for those four years. As a matter of fact the Coun 
only four days ago sent this scheme to professors = 
examiners with a view of getting their opinions upon = 
Answers have not been received yet. Two or three pm 
will have to be considered. ated 

The CuarrMan then, with the consent of the mee - 4 
altered the form of the proposition, and put the - 
Are you in favour of a four years course of study 

The meeting voted in the affirmative unanimo nh 

On the motion of Mr. Hugrnpaut, seconded J F the 
Hunt1na, the secretary was invited to send a oll 
foregoing resolutions to the Council of the 
of Vetermary Surgeous and to the different Ye 
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Medical Societies in England and Scotland respectively, 
with a request, in the case of the latter, to favour the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society with an expression 
of their views; whether they were in accord with or 
opposed to the resolutions, and in the former event, how 
far they were prepared to co-operate in the effort to 
realise the object: mentioned. 

Mr. HuntinG then moved a vote of thanks to Captain 
Raymond for his paper, and for the trouble he had taken 
in obtaining and placing so much valuable information 
before that society and the profession. He thought that 
they would all agree that no man could have put more 
enthusiasm into his subject, and no man could have 
brought it more fully before them than Captain Raymond 
had. 

Mr. Samson, in seconding the resolution, remarked 
that the time and trouble—to say nothing of the 
expense—which Captain Raymond had devoted to his 
task, must have been very considerable, and he was entitled 
to their best thanks. © 

The motion was carried nem. con. as was a vote of 
thanks, moved by Mr. Rogerson and seconded by Mr. 
Rickards, to Mr. Butters, for the specimen which he had 
brought to the meeting. 

Mr. Willett, of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, was nominated a member of the Society. 

The proceedings then terminated. 

Hi. G. Rogrrs, Hon. Sec. 


THE BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Awell attended meeting of this Society was held at 
Carlisle on Saturday, April 2nd, to consider the election 
of Council. 
In the absence of the President, Mr. Thompson, 
Aspatria, was voted to the chair. He explained the 
object of the meeting, and said it was to himself that the 
credit or discredit of conceiving the idea that it was now 
the turn of Border men to be represented on the Council, 
and to give practical effect to his proposal he had 
approached Mr. Donald, Wigton, who as a holder of the 
ellowship degree was eligible for the post, and a gentle- 


4 aman who takes a keen interest in everything pertain- 
ing to the profession. 

When he first approached Mr. Donald the proposal met 
with little favour, but after considerable pressure and 
Persuasion he consented to stand. He cunsidered Mr. 
Donald in every way qualified for a Councilman. He 
felt sure his candidature would receive the cordial support 
of all the members: 

he SEcrETARY read a number of letters from mem- 

Ts approving of Mr. Donald candidature, and promising 

eir hearty co-operation and support to secure his election 

The CuarrMan then called upon Mr. Donald and asked 

to explain his views to the meeting, which he did at 
some length. The following is a brief summary :— 

New Uharter. Thinks it a reasonable compromise that 
thould be accepted and heartily supported by both Mem- 

and Fellows. : 

Pupilage. While admitting the value of pupilage in 

ning a veterinary student, he is opposed to compulsory 
Pupilage. He would leave the candidate to his own 
"sources for acquiring the necessary knowledge, and 
would trust toa more thorough and prolonged practical 
&tamination to safeguard the introduction of men into 
¢ profession deficient in practical matters. 

: reliminary or Matriculation Examination. Is in 

Your of raising the standard considerably, the essential 
. Fei of a matriculatory exam : he considers should be 


Barb Aloes Parts 1 


Sulph. Ether ” 1} 


orough sound English education. 
rofessional Examinations. He is in favour of a 


Meth. Spirit 


written examination alike to all the Colleges. He advo- 
cates the Council drawing up an extended syllabus of its 
various eXaminations as a guide alike to teachers, 
examiners, and students. He thinks no examination for 
the diploma can be satisfactory unless it includes materia 
media and therapeutics as special subjects, and he advo- 
cates more attention to surgical anatumy and obstetrics. 

The Fellowship wants a thorough overhauling, and should 
be made what it professes to be viz. “a higher degree.” 

Examiners. The Examiners should, as far as possible, 
be selected from our own profession, and he anticipates 
no difficulty in securing plenty of able and capable men 
on all the subjects. For the Fellowship examiners he 
advocates the best men of the veterinary profession sup- 
plemented by the best specialists from the medical 
profession. 

Juries. He is in favour of the Council applying to 
Parliament at the earliest possible moment for an Act 
to exempt Veterinary Surgeons serving on Juries. 

Vetcrinary Surgeons’ Act. He advocates a rigid en- 
forcement of this Act so as to obtain for the profession 
the full benefit of it. 

Veterinary Pharmacopeia. He thinks the profession 
is old enough and of sufficient importance to possess its 
own Pharmacopeeia, and he is in favour of the Council 
taking in hand to prepare a collection of formule adapted 
to the requirements of the profession. 

College Funds. He advocates a more economic ad- 
ministration of the College funds. 


The CHArIkMAN said you have now heard Mr. Donald’s 
views. I consider he has a capital programme, and I beg 
to propose that this Society pledge itself to support him. 
This was seconded by Mr. Robson, supported by Mr. 
Pears and carried unanimously. 

Messrs. Thompson, Bell, Garnett and Armstrong were 


appointed a committee with full power to co-operate 
with other societies and make any arrangements they 
consider necessary to secure his election. 


The meeting next discussed Sir Henry Simpson’s ac- 


tion in opposing the Charter. Both his action and 
methods of opposition were very strongly condemned by 
all present, the Chairman remarking that since Sir Henry 
was knighted he seemed to think that he held some 
Royalty over the R.C.V.S. Every member had the same 
right in the Body Corporate as Sir Henry had, and the 
profession should protest and teach the Veterinary 
Knight his proper position. 


Use or Metuytatep Spirit. 
Mr. Donatp reported that he had further applied to 


the Inland Revenue for their authority to receive and 
use ordinary methylated spirit in certain preparations, to 
which the Board replied :— 


S1r—With regard to your last application to the Board 


of Inland Revenue respecting the use of methylated 
spirit I have been directed to request you to furnish’ the 
Board with the full quantitative formula of each prepara- 
tion in which you desire to use methylated spirit. 


I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 
To J. Donald, Esq. C. Prince, Supervisor. 


‘In reply to this communication the following formule 


were sent :— 


No. 3. 
Opium Parts 2° 


No. 1 


| 
Turpentine | Glycerine 
Opium Wate » 4 
Meth. Spirit » 8 | Meth. Spirit , 4 
No. 2. | No. 4. 


Aconite Tr. ,, 1-50th 
Meth. Spirit ,, 4 
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[Rep y. ] 
Srr—The Board of Inland Revenue direct me to in- 


form you that they do not sanction the use of Methylated 


Spirit in such preparations as Nos. 2,3 and 4, and I am 
directed to ask you what quantity of ordinary Methylated 
Spirit would be sufficient annually for the preparation 


marked No. 1. _lam, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. PRINCE. 


A vote of thanks to the chairman brought the meeting 


to a close. 
Joun Armstrone, Hon. Sec. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the Veterinary Professton. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Having been nominate for election to Council I 
beg to submit my views on the more pressing ques- 
tions and to solicit the favour of your vote. 

1 am in favour of the Proposed Supplemental 


Charter. 

I think it desirable that the standard of the 
Matriculation Examination be brought up to that 
required by the general medical council fur member- 
ship. 

] shall not oppose a four years course of study and 
think it an important point as to how this time shall 
be spent. 

I consider four examinations unnecessary. 

faithfully yours, 
5. Suave, 


Royal Veterinary College, 
amden ‘Town, April 12/92. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A TEST CASE. 


Mr. Alfred Ernest Bartram, surgeon, Northallerton, 
sued a man named Medici, of 5, Prospect Crescent, Harro- 
gate, to recover £5 5s. fur breach of warranty of a horse. 

r. E. Gardner was for plaintiff, and Mr. J. W. Teale 
defended. Mr. Gardner said that plaintiff wanted a 
horse, and he saw an advertisement from defendant in 
the papers that he had a horse for sale. He warranted it 
perfectly sound, free from vice, and in every way adapted 
to his (plaintiff's) requirements, with good action, and 
hard condition. He wished to sell because he had no 
work for him. Plaintiff went over to Harrogate, with 
Mr. John Nettleton, V.S., to see the horse, but as the 
ground was slippery, and the horse had not been 
“frosted,” it was impossible to try the animal. Defen- 
dant then sent the horse to Northallerton on trial for a 
week, when it was found to be lame, and in fact nothing 
more or less than a “screw.’’ The horse was returned 
and was never paid for. Plaintiff now wanted the 
expenses he had incurred refunded to him, as the animal 
was warranted by defendant as sound. His Honour 
asked if plaintiff wanted his expenses for trying the horse, 
when it came to Northallerton. Mr. Gardner said he 
wanted to recover the veterinary surgeon’s fee. The 
horse was examined in the stable, as far as it was possible 
to do so, at Harrogate.—-Mr. Teale said there was no 
cause of action. He quoted the cases of Harrison vy. 
Wickers, in Law Reports, Queen’s Bench, page 286, and 


Clare v. Maynard, where the veterinary’s expenses were 
not allowed.—There was no misrepresentation in the 
advertisement.—Mr. Gardner thereupon put in a letter 
from the defendant, who said that the “ horse was sound 
in every way.’—His Honour said after that he thought 
the plaintiff was justified in taking the veterinary surgeon 
over with him, not being capable himself of judging 
horseflesh.— Mr. Bartram was then sworn, and said he 
promised to pay the expenses of the box for the horse 
travelling to and from Northallerton, and would purchase 
the animal if it was proved to be sound and he liked him, 
The horse came on the 22nd January, and was put into 
harness, but it had not been driven a mile before it began 
to sweat, and was not in hard condition. The defendant 
told him at Harrogate that the horse had not been out 
of the stable for two months. The animal reared when 
he brought him out of the yard, and he possessed what 
was known as a “one-sided mouth,” and he would only 
turn round one way. The horse fell dead lame on the 
road, and he had almost to carry it home from Newby 
Wiske Hall. He called in Mr. Nettleton, V.S., on the 
Monday, who examined the horse. He was five hours out 
of Northallerton with the animal, and as it was a busy 
time on account of the influenza, he claimed £2 2s. Mr. 
Nettleton’s bill was £2 2s., and the other guinea was for 
expenses. By Mr. Teale: Defendant told him that he 
could find what fault be liked with the horse, but his 
price was 30gs. if plaintiff wanted him. When the horse 
arrived at Northallerton he had block screws put in the 
horse’s shoes.—-John Nettleton, M.R.C.V.S., said he 
examined this horse at Harrogate, and found a curb on 
the near hock. Defendant said it was sound, but he 
thought it was lame, On January 23rd he saw the horse 
again in plaintiff’s yard, and then found it was going 
lame on its near hind leg. On the Monday he found the 
horse much more lame than it was on the Saturday. He 


THE TITLE VETERINARY CHEMIST: 


The Chemist and Druggist of April 9th, continues 
the subject : — 

We are still without any news from the Counc! 
of the Royal Veterinary College as to the course 
they will take towards testing the right ot chemists 
and druggists to describe themselves as * veterinary 
ones. Saveral more promises have come 1n er 
the last week «the list Of which shall be duly pub- 
lished) but chemists interested ought to on a 
guarantee fund of at least £100 to draw upon. °y 
will not be called upon to pay anything — 
their proportion of what may actually ve spent ¢ 


a lawsuit. At present our fund is under £50. 


:—Sir 
<p PAPERS RECEIVED -—* 
Smith, J. McGavin, 
County Advertiser, 
» «The Moa 


Communications, Books, 
H. Simpson, Messrs. H. Kidd, Jas. 
“The Leominster News,” ‘ Durham 
American Veterinary Review, 


Herald.” 
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A r saw the horse befure the “ cogs” or “ block screws’’ were 
. | ut in, and it was then lame. He charged two guineas 
ll | | for his visit to Harrogate.—Mr. A. Neish, V.S., said on 
ath January 25th he examined the horse in question, and 
_ | found it dead lame.—After Benjamin Carter, groom, and 
~~~ | William Watts, groom, had given evidence, his Honour 
said no expenses could be after the 
Harrogate, as defendant said the horse’s price was 
and plaintiff might take him or leave him. His Honour 
gave a verdict for plaintiff for net 103, and costs, payable 
forthwith —The Yorkshire Herald. 
( 
| 
| 
aes 
| d 
af 
| 
fi | th 
| 4 
of 
t 


